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[I] “And it is written, ‘He went down to Joppa’” (Jonah 1:3). 
[J] Was it not necessary to say, “He went down to Akko”? 


[K] Said R. Jonah, “Jonah b. Amittai was one of those who came 
up for the festivals [to Jerusalem], and he came in for the 
rejoicing of bet hashshoebah, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 


[L] “This serves to teach you that the Holy Spirit rests only on 
someone whose heart is happy. 


[M] “What is the scriptural basis for this view? ‘But now bring 
me a minstrel. And when the minstrel played, the power of 
the Lord came upon him” (2 Kings 3:15). 


[N] Said R. Benjamin bar Levi, “It is not written here, ‘And 
when the minstrel played,’ but rather, ‘And when the harp 
played [on its own].’” [This serves Y. Ber. 1:1 and has no 
place here.] 


It has been taught [in T. s version]: Said R. Judah, “Whoever has 
never seen the double colonnade [the basilica-synagogue] of 
Alexandria in Egypt has never seen Israel’s glory in his entire life. 


“It was a kind of large basilica, with one colonnade inside another. 


“Sometimes there were [55b] twice as many people there as those 
who went forth from Egypt. 


“Now there were seventy-one [Y.: seventy] golden thrones set up 
there, one for each of the seventy-one elders, each one worth 
twenty-five talents of gold, with a wooden platform in the middle. 


“The minister of the synagogue stands on it, with flags in his hand. 
When one began to read, the other would wave the flags so the 
people would answer, ‘Amen,’ for each and every blessing. Then 
that one would wave the flags, and they would answer, ‘Amen.’ 


“They did not sit in a jumble, but the goldsmiths sat by 
themselves, the silversmiths by themselves, the weavers by 
themselves, the bronze-workers by themselves, and the 
blacksmiths by themselves. 


“All this why? So that when a traveller came along, [he could find 
his fellow craftsmen,] and on that basis he could gain a living” [T. 
Suk. 4:6]. 


And who destroyed it all? It was the evil Trajan. 


